
Tax Simulation Activity 

 
Complete the following tax simulation activity:  

 

1.  Handout the sample W-2 ($20k in wages).  Review the sample W-2, focusing primarily 

on the fields with data.  Your goal is to keep this simple and build student confidence on 

completing their own tax return. 

 

2.  Review the Anatomy of a Tax Return (based on the $20k W-2). Review the various 

components and call out boxes in a logical order from top to bottom.  The 2016 tax 

tables are included for reference. Be sure to involve students in the discussion and ask 

students about their experience completing a tax return 

 

NOTE: Some students may have tax withholding, but have never filed a return to see if 

they would get a refund.  Most, if not all, would get a refund because their income is 

below the standard deduction of $6300 (2016). 

 

3.  Student Activity:  Handout the W-2 detailing $2500 in wages and a blank 1040 EZ and 

have them complete the tax form. You may need to help them with the worksheet on the 

back to determine their standard deduction. (We have provided you with an answer 

sheet.)  Walk the room as they are working on their return and provide assistance as 

needed. 

 

Upon completion, ask students to provide the answers field by field and confirm all 

students have the form completed accurately.   

 

4.  Hold a Q&A session as needed. 

 

  PREP NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

22222 Void
a  Employee’s social security number For Official Use Only  ▶ 

OMB No. 1545-0008 

b  Employer identification number (EIN)

c  Employer’s name, address, and ZIP code

d  Control number

e  Employee’s first name and initial Last name Suff.

f  Employee’s address and ZIP code

1   Wages, tips, other compensation 2   Federal income tax withheld

3   Social security wages 4   Social security tax withheld

5   Medicare wages and tips 6   Medicare tax withheld

7   Social security tips 8   Allocated tips

9 10   Dependent care benefits

11   Nonqualified plans 12a  See instructions for box 12
C
o 
d 
e

12b
C
o 
d 
e

12c
C
o 
d 
e

12d
C
o 
d 
e

13 Statutory 
employee

Retirement 
plan

Third-party 
sick pay

14  Other

15  State Employer’s state ID number 16  State wages, tips, etc. 17  State income tax 18  Local wages, tips, etc. 19  Local income tax 20  Locality name

Form W-2 Wage and Tax Statement 2015
Copy A For Social Security Administration — Send this entire page with 
Form W-3 to the Social Security Administration; photocopies are not acceptable.

Department of the Treasury—Internal Revenue Service 

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction 

 Act Notice, see the separate instructions. 

Cat. No. 10134D

Do Not Cut, Fold, or Staple Forms on This Page

20000

20000

111-22-3333

20000

1240

> 1.45% of every dollar 

 you make goes to 

medicare taxes. This is 

not refundable. 

20000 1200

290

400

You will compare the tax you had withheld during the year 

to what your STATE tax return indicates you should have 

paid.  If you return say you owe less than the amount you 

paid in, you will get a refund.  If you owe more, you will 

need to pay the state what you owe them.

> 6.20% of every dollar 

you make goes to social 

security taxes. This is not 

refundable.

 

You will compare the tax you had withheld during the year to what your tax return 

(complete form 1040EZ) indicates you should have paid.  If your tax return says you 

owe less than the amount you paid in, you will get a refund!  If you owe more, you 

will need to pay the federal government (IRS) what you owe them.

Sample W2



Form 

1040EZ

Department of the Treasury—Internal Revenue Service

Income Tax Return for Single and 
Joint Filers With No Dependents  (99) 2016 OMB No. 1545-0074

Your first name and initial Last name Your social security number 

If a joint return, spouse’s first name and initial Last name Spouse’s social security number 

▲ Make sure the SSN(s) 
above are correct.

Home address (number and street). If you have a P.O. box, see instructions. Apt. no. 

City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. If you have a foreign address, also complete spaces below (see instructions). 

Foreign country name                                        Foreign province/state/county                        Foreign postal code  

Presidential Election Campaign

Check here if you, or your spouse if filing 
jointly, want $3 to go to this fund. Checking 
a box below will not change your tax or 
refund. You Spouse

Income

Attach 
Form(s) W-2 
here.

Enclose, but do 
not attach, any 
payment.

1 Wages, salaries, and tips. This should be shown in box 1 of your Form(s) W-2.  

Attach your Form(s) W-2. 1 

2 Taxable interest. If the total is over $1,500, you cannot use Form 1040EZ. 2 

3 Unemployment compensation and Alaska Permanent Fund dividends (see instructions). 3 

4 Add lines 1, 2, and 3. This is your adjusted gross income. 4 

5 If someone can claim you (or your spouse if a joint return) as a dependent, check  

the applicable box(es) below and enter the amount from the worksheet on back.

You Spouse

If no one can claim you (or your spouse if a joint return), enter $10,350 if single; 

$20,700 if married filing jointly. See back for explanation. 5 

6 Subtract line 5 from line 4. If line 5 is larger than line 4, enter -0-.  

This is your taxable income. ▶ 6 

Payments, 
Credits, 
and Tax

7 Federal income tax withheld from Form(s) W-2 and 1099. 7 

8a Earned income credit (EIC)  (see instructions) 8a 

b Nontaxable combat pay election. 8b 

9 Add lines 7 and 8a. These are your total payments and credits. ▶ 9

10 Tax. Use the amount on line 6 above to find your tax in the tax table in the 

instructions. Then, enter the tax from the table on this line. 10

11 Health care: individual responsibility (see instructions)         Full-year coverage   11

12 Add lines 10 and 11. This is your total tax. 12

Refund

Have it directly 
deposited! See 
instructions and 
fill in 13b, 13c, 
and 13d, or 
Form 8888.

13a If line 9 is larger than line 12, subtract line 12 from line 9. This is your refund. 

If Form 8888 is attached, check here  ▶ 13a

▶ b Routing number ▶ c  Type: Checking Savings

▶ d Account number

Amount  
You Owe

14 If line 12 is larger than line 9, subtract line 9 from line 12. This is  

the amount you owe. For details on how to pay, see instructions. ▶ 14 

Third Party 

Designee

Do you want to allow another person to discuss this return with the IRS (see instructions)? Yes. Complete below. No

Designee’s 
name          ▶

Phone  
no.       ▶

Personal identification 
number (PIN)               ▶

Sign  
Here

Joint return? See 
instructions.

Keep a copy for 
your records.

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true, correct, and 
accurately lists all amounts and sources of income I received during the tax year. Declaration of preparer (other than the taxpayer) is based 
on all information of which the preparer has any knowledge.

▲

Your signature Date Your occupation Daytime phone number

Spouse’s signature. If a joint return, both must sign. Date Spouse’s occupation If the IRS sent you an Identity Protection 
PIN, enter it  
here (see inst.)

Paid 

Preparer 

Use Only

Print/Type preparer’s name Preparer’s signature Date 
Check         if  
self-employed

 PTIN

Firm’s name     ▶

Firm’s address ▶

Firm’s EIN  ▶

Phone no. 

For Disclosure, Privacy Act, and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions. Cat. No. 11329W Form 1040EZ  (2016)

Person

20000

0

20000

10350

9650

1200

988

988

212

0

This number is on your 

W-2.

This number would 

come from a 1099 sent 

to you by your financial 

institutions.

Federal tax you had 

withheld from your 

pay.

Income 

used by 

the IRS to 

calculate 

how much 

tax you 

should pay 

for the 

year. The 

$988 

comes 

from an 

IRS Tax 

Table 

found in 

the 1040EZ 

Instruction 

Booklet.You get a refund 

because you had 

more tax withheld 

during the year than 

what you really 

ended up owing!

Enter your personal 

information here.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

This is really 

important! I t 

determines how much 

you can lower your 

taxable income by.  In 

this example we 

assume no one can 

claim you as a 

dependent.

 

I f you were claimed as 

a dependent, you 

would get a maximum 

deduction of $6300. 

(See page 2 for the 

worksheet 

calculation.)

Sample Single

Anatomy of a Tax Return



Form 1040EZ (2016) Page 2 

Use this form 

if

• Your filing status is single or married filing jointly. If you are not sure about your filing status, see instructions. 

• You (and your spouse if married filing jointly) were under age 65 and not blind at the end of 2016. If you were born on 

January 1, 1952, you are considered to be age 65 at the end of 2016.

• You do not claim any dependents. For information on dependents, see Pub. 501. 

• Your taxable income (line 6) is less than $100,000. 

• You do not claim any adjustments to income. For information on adjustments to income, use the Tax Topics listed under 

Adjustments to Income at www.irs.gov/taxtopics (see instructions).

• The only tax credit you can claim is the earned income credit (EIC). The credit may give you a refund even if you do not owe 

any tax. You do not need a qualifying child to claim the EIC. For information on credits, use the Tax Topics listed under Tax 

Credits at www.irs.gov/taxtopics (see instructions). If you received a Form 1098-T or paid higher education expenses, you may 

be eligible for a tax credit or deduction that you must claim on Form 1040A or Form 1040. For more information on tax 

benefits for education, see Pub. 970. 

Caution:  If you can claim the premium tax credit or you received any advance payment of the premium tax credit in 2016,  

you must use Form 1040A or Form 1040. 

• You had only wages, salaries, tips, taxable scholarship or fellowship grants, unemployment compensation, or Alaska 

Permanent Fund dividends, and your taxable interest was not over $1,500. But if you earned tips, including allocated tips, that 

are not included in box 5 and box 7 of your Form W-2, you may not be able to use Form 1040EZ (see instructions). If you are 

planning to use Form 1040EZ for a child who received Alaska Permanent Fund dividends, see instructions.

Filling in your 

return

If you received a scholarship or fellowship grant or tax-exempt interest income, such as on municipal bonds, see the 

instructions before filling in the form. Also, see the instructions if you received a Form 1099-INT showing federal income tax 

withheld or if federal income tax was withheld from your unemployment compensation or Alaska Permanent Fund dividends.

For tips on 
how to avoid 
common 
mistakes, see 
instructions.

Remember, you must report all wages, salaries, and tips even if you do not get a Form W-2 from your employer. You must also 

report all your taxable interest, including interest from banks, savings and loans, credit unions, etc., even if you do not get a 

Form 1099-INT.  

Worksheet  

for Line 5 — 

Dependents 

Who Checked 

One or Both 

Boxes

(keep a copy for 
your records)

Use this worksheet to figure the amount to enter on line 5 if someone can claim you (or your spouse if married 
filing jointly) as a dependent, even if that person chooses not to do so. To find out if someone can claim you as a 
dependent, see Pub. 501. 

A. Amount, if any, from line 1 on front . . . . . .  
+ 350.00 Enter total   ▶ A .

B. Minimum standard deduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B . 1,050

C. Enter the larger of line A or line B here . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C .

D. Maximum standard deduction. If single, enter $6,300; if married filing jointly, enter $12,600 . D .

E. Enter the smaller of line C or line D here. This is your standard deduction . . . . . . . . E .

F. Exemption amount.

• If single, enter -0-. 

• If married filing jointly and —

—both you and your spouse can be claimed as dependents, enter -0-. 

—only one of you can be claimed as a dependent, enter $4,050.

}F .

G. Add lines E and F. Enter the total here and on line 5 on the front . . . . . . . . . . G .

If you did not check any boxes on line 5, enter on line 5 the amount shown below that applies to you.

• Single, enter $10,350. This is the total of your standard deduction ($6,300) and your exemption ($4,050). 

• Married filing jointly, enter $20,700. This is the total of your standard deduction ($12,600), your exemption ($4,050), and 

your spouse's exemption ($4,050).

Mailing 
Return

Mail your return by April 18, 2017. Mail it to the address shown on the last page of the instructions.

www.irs.gov/form1040ez Form 1040EZ (2016)

20000

20350

20350

0

6300

6300

6300

I f you were 

claimed as a 

dependent and 

checked the box 

on the tax form, 

you would 

complete this 

worksheet to 

determine your 

standard 

deduction.
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Income and Outlays. These pie charts show the relative sizes of the major categories of federal income and outlays for �scal year 2015.
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Why have 49 million Americans used Free File?

•  Security—Free File uses the latest encryption technology to safeguard your information.

•  Faster Refunds—Join the eight in 10 taxpayers who 

get their refunds faster by using direct deposit and e-�le.

•  It’s Free—through IRS.gov/free�le.

•  Flexible Payments—File early; pay by April 18, 2017.

•  Quick Receipt—Get an acknowledgment that your return was

    received and accepted.

•  Go Green—Reduce the amount of paper used.

IRS.gov is the gateway to all electronic services offered by the IRS, as well as the spot to download forms at 
IRS.gov/forms.

Free Software Options for Doing Your Taxes 

•  Greater Accuracy—Fewer errors mean faster processing.

Make your tax payments electronically—it’s easy. 

You can make electronic payments online, by phone, or from a mobile device. Paying electronically is 

safe and secure. The IRS uses the latest encryption technology and does not store the bank account 

number you use to submit your payment. When you use any of the IRS electronic payment options, it 

puts you in control of paying your tax bill and gives you peace of mind. You determine the payment 

date, and you will receive an immediate con�rmation from the IRS. It’s easy, secure, and much quicker 

than mailing in a check or money order. Go to IRS.gov/payments to see all your electronic payment 

options.

Do Your Taxes for Free

If your adjusted gross income was $64,000 or less in 2016, you can use free tax software to prepare and e-�le your tax return. 
Earned more? Use Free File Fillable Forms.

Free File. This public-private partnership, between the IRS and tax software providers, makes approximately a dozen brand 
name commercial software products and e-�le available for free. Seventy percent of the nation’s taxpayers are eligible. 

Just visit IRS.gov/free�le for details. Free File combines all the bene�ts of e-�le and easy-to-use software at no cost. Guided 
questions will help ensure you get all the tax credits and deductions you are due. It’s fast, safe, and free.

You can review each software provider’s criteria for free usage or use an online tool to �nd which free software products match 
your situation. Some software providers offer state tax return preparation for free.

Free File Fillable Forms. The IRS offers electronic versions of IRS paper forms that also can be e-�led for free. Free File 
Fillable Forms is best for people experienced in preparing their own tax returns. There are no income limitations. Free File 
Fillable Forms does basic math calculations. It supports only federal tax forms.

Volunteers are available in communities nationwide providing free tax assistance to low to moderate income (generally under 
$54,000 in adjusted gross income) and elderly taxpayers (age 60 and older). At selected sites, taxpayers can input and 
electronically �le their own tax return with the assistance of an IRS-certi�ed volunteer.

See How To Get Tax Help near the end of these instructions for additional information or visit IRS.gov (Keyword: VITA) for a 
VITA/TCE site near you!

Free Tax Help Available Nationwide 

Instructions 1or Form 4 EZ - -
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In34x to Instru2t8ons
 

A
Address change 10
Alaska permanent fund dividends 13
Allocated tip income 11
Amended return 28
Amount you owe 23

C
Common mistakes, checklist to avoid 25

D
Death of a taxpayer 5
Death of spouse 5
Debt held by the public, gift to reduce 28
Direct deposit of refund 21
Disclosure, Privacy Act, and Paperwork Reduction Act notice 42
Domestic partners 11
Dual-status alien 6

E
Earned income credit (EIC) 5, 14–17

Combat pay, nontaxable 16
Earned income credit table 18, 19
Electronic filing (e-file) 9, 10, 20, 23, 24, 44
Extension of time to file 20

F
Filing instructions:

When to file 6
Filing requirements 6, 8
Filing status 7
Forms W-2, 1095, 1097, 1098, and 1099, where to report certain items 

from 9
Form W-2:

Not received or incorrect 12
Free file 9, 44

G
Getting tax help 29
Gift to reduce public debt 28

H
Health care: Individual Responsibility 20
Household employee:

Form W-2 not received 11
How to comment on forms 42

I
Identity Protection PIN 25
Identity theft 27, 30
Income tax withheld (federal) 13
Injured spouse 21
Innocent spouse relief 28
Installment payments 24
Interest, late payment of tax 24
Interest income:

Taxable 12
Tax-exempt 13

K
Kidnapped child, parent of 6

L
Late filing 26

Late payment 24, 26

M
Married persons, filing status 7
myRA® 22

N
Name and address 10
Name change 10
Nonresident alien 6, 7, 10, 11

P
Payments and tax:

Amount you owe 23
What if you cannot pay? 24

Penalty:
Frivolous return 26
Interest 26
Late filing 26
Late payment 26
Underpayment of tax 24

Premium tax credit 7
Preparer, tax return 25
Presidential election $3 check-off 11
Private delivery service 26
Public debt, gift to reduce the 28

R
Railroad retirement benefits treated as social security 11
Recordkeeping 27
Refund 21
Refunds of state and local income taxes 11
Resident alien 6
Return checklist to avoid mistakes 25
Round off to whole dollars 11

S
Salaries 11
Scholarship and fellowship grants 11
Shared responsibility payment 20
Signing your return 24
Single person, filing status 7
Social security benefits 11
Social security number 10
State and local income taxes, refunds of 11

T
Tax assistance 29
Tax-exempt interest 13
Tax figured by the IRS 20
Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) 28
Taxpayer Bill of Rights 32
Third party designee 24
Tip income 11

U
Unemployment compensation 13

W
Wages 11
What's new 5
When you should file 6
Who can use Form 1040EZ 7
Who must file 8
Who should file 6
Withholding and estimated tax payments for 2017 27
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W74r4 Do You F8l4?
M08l your r4turn to t74 033r4ss s7own 14low t70t 0ppl84s to you. I5 you w0nt to us4 0 pr8v0t4 34l8v4ry s4rv824, s44 Pr4vat0 
(074v0ry s0rv4c0s 8n S42t8on , 40rl84r. Env4lop4s w8t7out 4nou67 post064 w8ll 14 r4turn43 to you 1y t74 post o55824. Also, 
8n2lu34 your 2ompl4t4 r4turn 033r4ss.

THEN us4 t78s 033r4ss 85 you:

IF you l8v4 8n...

Ar4 r4qu4st8n6 0 r45un3 or 0r4 not 
4n2los8n6 0 2742k or

mon4y or34r...
Ar4 4n2los8n6 0 2742k or 

mon4y or34r...

Flor830, Lou8s80n0, M8ss8ss8pp8, T4x0s 
D4p0rtm4nt o5 t74 Tr40sury 
Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
Aust8n, TX -

Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
P.O. Box 
C70rlott4, NC -

Al0sk0, Ar8zon0, C0l85orn80, Color03o, H0w088, 
I307o, N4v030, N4w M4x82o, Or46on, Ut07, 
W0s78n6ton, Wyom8n6

D4p0rtm4nt o5 t74 Tr40sury 
Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
Fr4sno, CA -

Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
P.O. Box 
S0n Fr0n28s2o, CA -

Ark0ns0s, Ill8no8s, In380n0, Iow0, K0ns0s, M827860n, 
M8nn4sot0, Mont0n0, N41r0sk0, Nort7 D0kot0, 
O78o, Okl07om0, Sout7 D0kot0, W8s2ons8n

D4p0rtm4nt o5 t74 Tr40sury 
Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
Fr4sno, CA -

Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
P.O. Box 
C8n28nn0t8, OH -

Al010m0, G4or680, K4ntu2ky, N4w J4rs4y, Nort7 
C0rol8n0, Sout7 C0rol8n0, T4nn4ss44, V8r68n80

D4p0rtm4nt o5 t74 Tr40sury 
Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
K0ns0s C8ty, MO -

Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
P.O. Box 
Lou8sv8ll4, KY -

Conn42t82ut, D4l0w0r4, D8str82t o5 Colum180, M08n4, 
M0ryl0n3, M0ss027us4tts, M8ssour8, N4w 
H0mps78r4, N4w York, P4nnsylv0n80, R7o34 Isl0n3, 
V4rmont, W4st V8r68n80

D4p0rtm4nt o5 t74 Tr40sury
Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
K0ns0s C8ty, MO -

Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
P.O. Box 
H0rt5or3, CT -

A 5or486n 2ountry, U.S. poss4ss8on or t4rr8tory*, or 
us4 0n APO or FPO 033r4ss, or 58l4 Form , 

-EZ, or , or 0r4 0 3u0l-st0tus 0l84n.

D4p0rtm4nt o5 t74 Tr40sury
Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
Aust8n, TX -  

Int4rn0l R4v4nu4 S4rv824
P.O. Box 
C70rlott4, NC -  

* I5 you l8v4 8n Am4r820n S0mo0, Pu4rto R82o, Gu0m, t74 U.S. V8r68n Isl0n3s, or t74 Nort74rn M0r80n0 Isl0n3s, s44 Pu1. .

- -



     

22222 Void
a  Employee’s social security number For Official Use Only  ▶ 

OMB No. 1545-0008 

b  Employer identification number (EIN)

c  Employer’s name, address, and ZIP code

d  Control number

e  Employee’s first name and initial Last name Suff.

f  Employee’s address and ZIP code

1   Wages, tips, other compensation 2   Federal income tax withheld

3   Social security wages 4   Social security tax withheld

5   Medicare wages and tips 6   Medicare tax withheld

7   Social security tips 8   Allocated tips

9 10   Dependent care benefits

11   Nonqualified plans 12a  See instructions for box 12
C
o 
d 
e

12b
C
o 
d 
e

12c
C
o 
d 
e

12d
C
o 
d 
e

13 Statutory 
employee

Retirement 
plan

Third-party 
sick pay

14  Other

15  State Employer’s state ID number 16  State wages, tips, etc. 17  State income tax 18  Local wages, tips, etc. 19  Local income tax 20  Locality name

Form W-2 Wage and Tax Statement 2015
Copy A For Social Security Administration — Send this entire page with 
Form W-3 to the Social Security Administration; photocopies are not acceptable.

Department of the Treasury—Internal Revenue Service 

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction 

 Act Notice, see the separate instructions. 

Cat. No. 10134D

Do Not Cut, Fold, or Staple Forms on This Page

2500 200

2500

155

36

2500 75

2500
You need to file a 

federal tax return 

(1040EZ) and state tax 

return to get these 

dollars refunded to 

you.  

 

Student Activity:  Use W2 to complete a blank 1040EZ



Form 

1040EZ

Department of the Treasury—Internal Revenue Service

Income Tax Return for Single and 
Joint Filers With No Dependents  (99) 2016 OMB No. 1545-0074

Your first name and initial Last name Your social security number 

If a joint return, spouse’s first name and initial Last name Spouse’s social security number 

▲ Make sure the SSN(s) 
above are correct.

Home address (number and street). If you have a P.O. box, see instructions. Apt. no. 

City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. If you have a foreign address, also complete spaces below (see instructions). 

Foreign country name                                        Foreign province/state/county                        Foreign postal code  

Presidential Election Campaign

Check here if you, or your spouse if filing 
jointly, want $3 to go to this fund. Checking 
a box below will not change your tax or 
refund. You Spouse

Income

Attach 
Form(s) W-2 
here.

Enclose, but do 
not attach, any 
payment.

1 Wages, salaries, and tips. This should be shown in box 1 of your Form(s) W-2.  

Attach your Form(s) W-2. 1 

2 Taxable interest. If the total is over $1,500, you cannot use Form 1040EZ. 2 

3 Unemployment compensation and Alaska Permanent Fund dividends (see instructions). 3 

4 Add lines 1, 2, and 3. This is your adjusted gross income. 4 

5 If someone can claim you (or your spouse if a joint return) as a dependent, check  

the applicable box(es) below and enter the amount from the worksheet on back.

You Spouse

If no one can claim you (or your spouse if a joint return), enter $10,350 if single; 

$20,700 if married filing jointly. See back for explanation. 5 

6 Subtract line 5 from line 4. If line 5 is larger than line 4, enter -0-.  

This is your taxable income. ▶ 6 

Payments, 
Credits, 
and Tax

7 Federal income tax withheld from Form(s) W-2 and 1099. 7 

8a Earned income credit (EIC)  (see instructions) 8a 

b Nontaxable combat pay election. 8b 

9 Add lines 7 and 8a. These are your total payments and credits. ▶ 9

10 Tax. Use the amount on line 6 above to find your tax in the tax table in the 

instructions. Then, enter the tax from the table on this line. 10

11 Health care: individual responsibility (see instructions)         Full-year coverage   11

12 Add lines 10 and 11. This is your total tax. 12

Refund

Have it directly 
deposited! See 
instructions and 
fill in 13b, 13c, 
and 13d, or 
Form 8888.

13a If line 9 is larger than line 12, subtract line 12 from line 9. This is your refund. 

If Form 8888 is attached, check here  ▶ 13a

▶ b Routing number ▶ c  Type: Checking Savings

▶ d Account number

Amount  
You Owe

14 If line 12 is larger than line 9, subtract line 9 from line 12. This is  

the amount you owe. For details on how to pay, see instructions. ▶ 14 

Third Party 

Designee

Do you want to allow another person to discuss this return with the IRS (see instructions)? Yes. Complete below. No

Designee’s 
name          ▶

Phone  
no.       ▶

Personal identification 
number (PIN)               ▶

Sign  
Here

Joint return? See 
instructions.

Keep a copy for 
your records.

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true, correct, and 
accurately lists all amounts and sources of income I received during the tax year. Declaration of preparer (other than the taxpayer) is based 
on all information of which the preparer has any knowledge.

▲

Your signature Date Your occupation Daytime phone number

Spouse’s signature. If a joint return, both must sign. Date Spouse’s occupation If the IRS sent you an Identity Protection 
PIN, enter it  
here (see inst.)

Paid 

Preparer 

Use Only

Print/Type preparer’s name Preparer’s signature Date 
Check         if  
self-employed

 PTIN

Firm’s name     ▶

Firm’s address ▶

Firm’s EIN  ▶

Phone no. 

For Disclosure, Privacy Act, and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions. Cat. No. 11329W Form 1040EZ  (2016)

 Student Activity:  Blank 1040EZ



Form 1040EZ (2016) Page 2 

Use this form 

if

• Your filing status is single or married filing jointly. If you are not sure about your filing status, see instructions. 

• You (and your spouse if married filing jointly) were under age 65 and not blind at the end of 2016. If you were born on 

January 1, 1952, you are considered to be age 65 at the end of 2016.

• You do not claim any dependents. For information on dependents, see Pub. 501. 

• Your taxable income (line 6) is less than $100,000. 

• You do not claim any adjustments to income. For information on adjustments to income, use the Tax Topics listed under 

Adjustments to Income at www.irs.gov/taxtopics (see instructions).

• The only tax credit you can claim is the earned income credit (EIC). The credit may give you a refund even if you do not owe 

any tax. You do not need a qualifying child to claim the EIC. For information on credits, use the Tax Topics listed under Tax 

Credits at www.irs.gov/taxtopics (see instructions). If you received a Form 1098-T or paid higher education expenses, you may 

be eligible for a tax credit or deduction that you must claim on Form 1040A or Form 1040. For more information on tax 

benefits for education, see Pub. 970. 

Caution:  If you can claim the premium tax credit or you received any advance payment of the premium tax credit in 2016,  

you must use Form 1040A or Form 1040. 

• You had only wages, salaries, tips, taxable scholarship or fellowship grants, unemployment compensation, or Alaska 

Permanent Fund dividends, and your taxable interest was not over $1,500. But if you earned tips, including allocated tips, that 

are not included in box 5 and box 7 of your Form W-2, you may not be able to use Form 1040EZ (see instructions). If you are 

planning to use Form 1040EZ for a child who received Alaska Permanent Fund dividends, see instructions.

Filling in your 

return

If you received a scholarship or fellowship grant or tax-exempt interest income, such as on municipal bonds, see the 

instructions before filling in the form. Also, see the instructions if you received a Form 1099-INT showing federal income tax 

withheld or if federal income tax was withheld from your unemployment compensation or Alaska Permanent Fund dividends.

For tips on 
how to avoid 
common 
mistakes, see 
instructions.

Remember, you must report all wages, salaries, and tips even if you do not get a Form W-2 from your employer. You must also 

report all your taxable interest, including interest from banks, savings and loans, credit unions, etc., even if you do not get a 

Form 1099-INT.  

Worksheet  

for Line 5 — 

Dependents 

Who Checked 

One or Both 

Boxes

(keep a copy for 
your records)

Use this worksheet to figure the amount to enter on line 5 if someone can claim you (or your spouse if married 
filing jointly) as a dependent, even if that person chooses not to do so. To find out if someone can claim you as a 
dependent, see Pub. 501. 

A. Amount, if any, from line 1 on front . . . . . .  
+ 350.00 Enter total   ▶ A .

B. Minimum standard deduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B . 1,050

C. Enter the larger of line A or line B here . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C .

D. Maximum standard deduction. If single, enter $6,300; if married filing jointly, enter $12,600 . D .

E. Enter the smaller of line C or line D here. This is your standard deduction . . . . . . . . E .

F. Exemption amount.

• If single, enter -0-. 

• If married filing jointly and —

—both you and your spouse can be claimed as dependents, enter -0-. 

—only one of you can be claimed as a dependent, enter $4,050.

}F .

G. Add lines E and F. Enter the total here and on line 5 on the front . . . . . . . . . . G .

If you did not check any boxes on line 5, enter on line 5 the amount shown below that applies to you.

• Single, enter $10,350. This is the total of your standard deduction ($6,300) and your exemption ($4,050). 

• Married filing jointly, enter $20,700. This is the total of your standard deduction ($12,600), your exemption ($4,050), and 

your spouse's exemption ($4,050).

Mailing 
Return

Mail your return by April 18, 2017. Mail it to the address shown on the last page of the instructions.

www.irs.gov/form1040ez Form 1040EZ (2016)



Form 

1040EZ

Department of the Treasury—Internal Revenue Service

Income Tax Return for Single and 
Joint Filers With No Dependents  (99) 2016 OMB No. 1545-0074

Your first name and initial Last name Your social security number 

If a joint return, spouse’s first name and initial Last name Spouse’s social security number 

▲ Make sure the SSN(s) 
above are correct.

Home address (number and street). If you have a P.O. box, see instructions. Apt. no. 

City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. If you have a foreign address, also complete spaces below (see instructions). 

Foreign country name Foreign province/state/county Foreign postal code  

Presidential Election Campaign

Check here if you, or your spouse if filing 
jointly, want $3 to go to this fund. Checking 
a box below will not change your tax or 
refund. You Spouse

Income

Attach 
Form(s) W-2 
here.

Enclose, but do 
not attach, any 
payment.

1 Wages, salaries, and tips. This should be shown in box 1 of your Form(s) W-2.  

Attach your Form(s) W-2. 1 

2 Taxable interest. If the total is over $1,500, you cannot use Form 1040EZ. 2 

3 Unemployment compensation and Alaska Permanent Fund dividends (see instructions). 3 

4 Add lines 1, 2, and 3. This is your adjusted gross income. 4 

5 If someone can claim you (or your spouse if a joint return) as a dependent, check  

the applicable box(es) below and enter the amount from the worksheet on back.

You Spouse

If no one can claim you (or your spouse if a joint return), enter $10,350 if single; 

$20,700 if married filing jointly. See back for explanation. 5 

6 Subtract line 5 from line 4. If line 5 is larger than line 4, enter -0-.  

This is your taxable income. ▶ 6

Payments, 
Credits, 
and Tax

7 Federal income tax withheld from Form(s) W-2 and 1099. 7 

8a Earned income credit (EIC)  (see instructions) 8a 

b Nontaxable combat pay election. 8b 

9 Add lines 7 and 8a. These are your total payments and credits. ▶ 9

10 Tax. Use the amount on line 6 above to find your tax in the tax table in the 

instructions. Then, enter the tax from the table on this line. 10

11 Health care: individual responsibility (see instructions)         Full-year coverage   11

12 Add lines 10 and 11. This is your total tax. 12

Refund

Have it directly 
deposited! See 
instructions and 
fill in 13b, 13c, 
and 13d, or 
Form 8888.

13a If line 9 is larger than line 12, subtract line 12 from line 9. This is your refund. 

If Form 8888 is attached, check here  ▶ 13a

▶ b Routing number ▶ c  Type: Checking Savings

▶ d Account number

Amount  
You Owe

14 If line 12 is larger than line 9, subtract line 9 from line 12. This is  

the amount you owe. For details on how to pay, see instructions. ▶ 14

Third Party 

Designee

Do you want to allow another person to discuss this return with the IRS (see instructions)? Yes. Complete below. No

Designee’s 
name          ▶

Phone  
no.       ▶

Personal identification 
number (PIN) ▶

Sign  
Here

Joint return? See 
instructions.

Keep a copy for 
your records.

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true, correct, and 
accurately lists all amounts and sources of income I received during the tax year. Declaration of preparer (other than the taxpayer) is based 
on all information of which the preparer has any knowledge.

▲

Your signature Date Your occupation Daytime phone number

Spouse’s signature. If a joint return, both must sign. Date Spouse’s occupation If the IRS sent you an Identity Protection 
PIN, enter it  
here (see inst.)

Paid 

Preparer 

Use Only

Print/Type preparer’s name Preparer’s signature Date 
Check         if  
self-employed

 PTIN

Firm’s name     ▶

Firm’s address ▶

Firm’s EIN  ▶

Phone no. 

For Disclosure, Privacy Act, and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions. Cat. No. 11329W Form 1040EZ  (2016)

0

0

2500

2500

0

200

200

0

0

200

2850

Answer Sheet for Coach for student activity



Form 1040EZ (2016) Page 2 

Use this form 

if

• Your filing status is single or married filing jointly. If you are not sure about your filing status, see instructions.

• You (and your spouse if married filing jointly) were under age 65 and not blind at the end of 2016. If you were born on

January 1, 1952, you are considered to be age 65 at the end of 2016.

• You do not claim any dependents. For information on dependents, see Pub. 501.

• Your taxable income (line 6) is less than $100,000.

• You do not claim any adjustments to income. For information on adjustments to income, use the Tax Topics listed under

Adjustments to Income at www.irs.gov/taxtopics (see instructions).

• The only tax credit you can claim is the earned income credit (EIC). The credit may give you a refund even if you do not owe

any tax. You do not need a qualifying child to claim the EIC. For information on credits, use the Tax Topics listed under Tax

Credits at www.irs.gov/taxtopics (see instructions). If you received a Form 1098-T or paid higher education expenses, you may

be eligible for a tax credit or deduction that you must claim on Form 1040A or Form 1040. For more information on tax

benefits for education, see Pub. 970.

Caution:  If you can claim the premium tax credit or you received any advance payment of the premium tax credit in 2016,

you must use Form 1040A or Form 1040.

• You had only wages, salaries, tips, taxable scholarship or fellowship grants, unemployment compensation, or Alaska

Permanent Fund dividends, and your taxable interest was not over $1,500. But if you earned tips, including allocated tips, that

are not included in box 5 and box 7 of your Form W-2, you may not be able to use Form 1040EZ (see instructions). If you are

planning to use Form 1040EZ for a child who received Alaska Permanent Fund dividends, see instructions.

Filling in your 

return

If you received a scholarship or fellowship grant or tax-exempt interest income, such as on municipal bonds, see the 

instructions before filling in the form. Also, see the instructions if you received a Form 1099-INT showing federal income tax 

withheld or if federal income tax was withheld from your unemployment compensation or Alaska Permanent Fund dividends.

For tips on 
how to avoid 
common 
mistakes, see 
instructions.

Remember, you must report all wages, salaries, and tips even if you do not get a Form W-2 from your employer. You must also 

report all your taxable interest, including interest from banks, savings and loans, credit unions, etc., even if you do not get a 

Form 1099-INT.  

Worksheet  

for Line 5 — 

Dependents 

Who Checked 

One or Both 

Boxes

(keep a copy for 
your records)

Use this worksheet to figure the amount to enter on line 5 if someone can claim you (or your spouse if married 
filing jointly) as a dependent, even if that person chooses not to do so. To find out if someone can claim you as a 
dependent, see Pub. 501. 

A. Amount, if any, from line 1 on front . . . . . .
+ 350.00 Enter total   ▶ A .

B. Minimum standard deduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B . 1,050

C. Enter the larger of line A or line B here . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C .

D. Maximum standard deduction. If single, enter $6,300; if married filing jointly, enter $12,600 . D .

E. Enter the smaller of line C or line D here. This is your standard deduction . . . . . . . . E .

F. Exemption amount.

• If single, enter -0-.

• If married filing jointly and —

—both you and your spouse can be claimed as dependents, enter -0-.

—only one of you can be claimed as a dependent, enter $4,050.

}F .

G. Add lines E and F. Enter the total here and on line 5 on the front . . . . . . . . . . G .

If you did not check any boxes on line 5, enter on line 5 the amount shown below that applies to you.

• Single, enter $10,350. This is the total of your standard deduction ($6,300) and your exemption ($4,050).

• Married filing jointly, enter $20,700. This is the total of your standard deduction ($12,600), your exemption ($4,050), and

your spouse's exemption ($4,050).

Mailing 
Return

Mail your return by April 18, 2017. Mail it to the address shown on the last page of the instructions.

www.irs.gov/form1040ez Form 1040EZ (2016)
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